
Early Years Maths Workshop
2023Literacy Workshop 2021

An introduction to the teaching of 
Mathematics in Reception and how you 

can support your child at home.l



Welcome

• The Early Learning Goals (ELGs) for Mathematics

• How we teach

• The key principles that we teach

• Additional resources to support at home



The Early Learning Goals- Number

• Children at the expected level of development will: 

- Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the 
composition of each number

- Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5

- Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other 
aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some 
number bonds to 10, including double facts. 



The Early Learning Goals- Numerical Patterns

• Children at the expected level of development will: 

- Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting 
system 

- Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when 
one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other 
quantity

- Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including 
evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed 
equally.



A new way of counting!
1 =

2 =

3 =

4 =

5 =

You have 20 

seconds to 

memorise this way 

of writing numbers.
(P.S You can’t write 

anything down!)

6 =

7 =

8 =

9 =



Task
Write this number using the numeric 

system you just tried to remember

1 8 7 2 5



Making connections

OLD INFORMATION NEW INFORMATION

5

2 3

4

1

6

7 8 9

1     8     7     2    5

Thinking is much more 

fun than memorising!



Bet you can now!

35,927



How we teach

Numicon
Exploring through 

play

Songs and 

Videos-



Numicon…. (not unicorns!)

• Spatial development- use the numicon to fill the board. Which slot 
together?

• Number sense- place one numicon over the top of another- which is 
the bigger/ smaller number? What number do you get if you subtract 
the smaller number from the bigger number?

• Number bonds- which pairs of numbers can you put together to make 
10?

• Look at the odd numbers- what in the numicon tell you that they are 
odd?



How we teach

The play stage
Making pictures
Play dough

Sand 

Paint

Drawing round

Counting

Sorting



Counting and Cardinality



Subitising



Activity

• On your table you have a range of representations of different 
numbers. 

• Can you group them into the different groups?



Comparing Quantities -



Composition of Number



Recognising Patterns



Our Calculation Policy



Shape, Space and Measure



Further Support at Home -



Further Support at Home

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/joinin/nu
mb erblocks-help-your-child-with-maths

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownu

ps/help-your-child-with-maths

Useful Websites

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/joinin/numberblocks-help-your-child-with-maths
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/joinin/numberblocks-help-your-child-with-maths
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/help-your-child-with-maths
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/help-your-child-with-maths
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